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 The recommended first step in beginning to explore the world of stone 
carving, our stone carving starter kit includes: 1 piece of certified asbestos-free 
soapstone, a rasp, carving knife, polishing oil, dust mask and wet and dry sheets. 

 The stone enclosed in this kit is soft and can be carved, whit-
tled and/or rasped by hand with the tools provided.  It also polishes beautifully.

Kit includes: 

Carving Stone

1 Rasp

1 Carving Knife

Polishing Oil  (not pictured) 

Dust Mask (not pictured)

Wet and Dry Sheets   



Sketch
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Free Hand Sketch onto Stone

Roughed In Piece

 Before working with stone, take a look ... the 
shape and feel of it often determines what you will 
carve. Is it round, oblong, square or rectangular?  Its 
color may also influence what you decide to carve. Is it 
red or green or some other color? Use your imagination 
and try to “see” what you want to create. 

A SIMPLE CARVING

 For these next steps, please use the dust mask pro-
vided to protect you from small pieces and dust created 
while rasping and carving. While the dust is not toxic, we 
don’t want it to get into your eyes. 

 1. Using the carving knife, whittle to remove ex-
cess stone outside your drawn turtle design. Continue 
to carve until your design is to your liking, what we call 
“roughed in”. 

 We have chosen a piece of green soapstone 
that is oblong in shape.  (The stone you received is 
rectangular.)  And we are going to carve a turtle. You 
can find animal and other designs online by searching 
“free animal templates” for example.

 You can draw the design chosen by free hand onto the stone directly using a 
pen, dark crayon, or artist’s pencil.  Or using a grease pencil or dark crayon, trace the 
design onto a piece of paper. Turning the paper over onto the stone, rub the design 
onto the stone so that the pencil or crayon transfers.  The image will be mirrored or 
flipped.  We found a template of a turtle online which we used to sketch onto the 
stone.
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Rasping Completed

First Sanding using 
Coarsest Wet-Dry Paper

Second Sanding using 
Medium Wet-Dry Paper

Final Sanding using 
Finest Wet-Dry Paper

 2. Next, using the rasp, file, smooth, and round edges continuing to shape 
your piece until you are satisfied with the result.  This may 
take some time, so be patient and take several breaks if 
necessary.
 You can also revert back to the knife if there are 
bigger pieces you decide to remove, then continue with 
the rasping.  

 3. Once you are completely happy with this stage of your pice, it is time to 
sand and polish the stone.  You have been provided with wet-dry paper, a sanding 
paper that can be used either wet or dry.  
  a.   Begin sanding using the coarsest (light-colored)piece of wet-dry 
paper in its dry state.  Using circular motions, sand your piece carefully in all desired 
areas.  Be gentle so that you don’t sand off too much stone. 
  b.   Repeat this process using circular motions with the different pieces 
of wet-dry paper.  Start with the coarsest and gradually move to the finest (black). 
  c.   Now you can apply water to either the sandpaper or directly to 
the stone.  A milky white paste may form acting as a good abrasive.  Periodically wash 
away the paste to monitor your progress.

 As you continue sanding, your piece will become smoother and smoother and 
any residual rasping marks will disappear.  When you are done, remove the remaining 
paste with water and a damp cloth.

 Now you are on to the final step in completing your piece - polishing.  The 
caution here is to start with a little polishing oil and gradually build to your de-
sired shine or gloss.  You can apply the polishing oil in 2 ways.  Apply the oil directly



TIPS
     
 Wear your dust mask while you carve, rasp and sand for your safety.

 You can see the true color of your stone by dampening it.  So keep a damp soft 
cloth or towel handy so you can check the color of your stone while working with it.  

 Set aside some of the powder created during the rasping process in case of a 
crack or break ; you can easily mix this powder with a little glue or epoxy to fix these 
imperfection.

 Over time, you may notice that the sheen and color of your piece may dull.  You 
can always easily re-polish soapstone with a soft clean cloth and additional polishing 
oil  using the techniques described here.

 If you prefer, you can spray your stone with clear gloss acrylic paint for a 
permanent sheen.  Please note, if you choose to do this, DO NOT use the oil on the 
stone.
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on to the stone with your bare hands and rub it thorough-
ly into the entire piece; then buff off excess oil with a soft 
light-colored cloth.  Or you can pour the oil onto a light-
colored soft cloth and buff/polish the stone with the satu-
rated cloth. Again, start with a small amount of oil and add 
more as needed to get the look you want.  

 Congratulations, you have now completed your 
stone carving piece! 


